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Such is, so far as one can trust personal enquiry and observation,  the regular  process  of   Theogony, or   the generation of local gods, which is constantly going on before our eyes in the districts  of  central India.    We have before us there the worship of dead kinsfolk and friends, then the particular adoration of notables recently departed; then of people divinely afflicted or divinely gifted, of saints and heroes known to have been men; next   the  worship  of   demi-gods,  and,  finally,  that   of powerful deities retaining nothing human but their names and their images.     It is suggested that all these are links along one chain of the development of the same idea : and that out of the crowd of departed spirits whom primitive folk adore, certain individuals are elevated to a larger worship by notoriety in life or death.   At this point a different selecting agency comes into play, that of successful Wonder Working; and it is by the luck of acquiring a first-class reputation for efficacious answers to vows that some few Manes emerge into a still higher and more refined order of divinity.    This is the kind of success which has made the fortune of some of the most popular, the richest, and the most widely-known gods in Berar, who do all the leading business, and possesss the confidence of the respectable and substantial professions. It should be-'^marked that the earliest start of even a first-rate god may have been exceedingly obscure; but if lie or his shrine makes a few good cures at the outset (especially among women and valuable cattle), his reputation goes rolling up like a snowball.    One of the largest annual fairs in Berar now gathers round the grave of an utterly insignificant hermit.    It thus becomes easy to